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Abraham and David practised it. Neither Moses
nor Paul forbade it; and Mohaniined, while purify-
ing it of the grosser Oriental features, sanctioned
it by his words and sanctified it by his deeds.
Polygamy enters into the poetry of Cordova, the
romance of Bagdad. The enterprising Jain, the
learned Brahman, the fiery Eajpoot, all embrace it.
Even in the Christian Church, opinions are divided
as to whether it is wrong in itself, or- only a trouble
in the social body. Many of the early converts, both
in Syria and in Egypt, were polygamists; and the
questions which have recently disturbed Colenso
and the Kaffir chief had arisen in primitive times,
when the policy of admitting men having several
wives into fellowship was affirmed by fathers of
the church. ; Nor would the appearance of polygamy
in these plains of Salt Lake be a novel and surpris-
ing fact, since everything that we know of Ute
and Shoshone compels us to believe that plurality
has always been the domestic law of these valleys.
The sides of these sierras are wild and bare; a
poor country and a hard life induce polygamy; and
all the tribes of red men which seek a scanty
subsistence in these glens and plains practise the
nomadic custom of stealing and selling squaws.
A big chief prides himself on having plenty of